“In Your Hand”

By Mrs. Sojourner

“But ... but ... but ... how
could God do great things
through me? What do |
have?” Unfortunately many
Believers seem to believe
God cannot use them to
bring himself glory.

My question to those Believ-
ers is, “What is in your
hand?” Let’s consider this
for a few minutes.

1) There are possessions.
Different people have differ-
ent types and amounts of
possessions that they offer
the Lord for his service.
One may have cash, another
may have land, and another
may have a few barley
loaves and fishes.[® What-
ever possessions you find in
your hand (large or small)
offer them to the Lord and
just see how much glory he
receives.

Something else we find in
our hands is ability. Many
people, unfortunately, do not
think they have abilities the
Lord can use because they
are not great orators. Re-
member that our Heavenly
Father, the Creator of the
Universe, can use anyone
and anything. If you bake

the best brownies in three
counties, do it for the Lord
and ask him who you can
give brownies to, or who
Notes:  You can teach to make

brownies. Seemingly ordi-
EMatt.  nary abilities may be ave-
by ot nues through which the Lord
500.21  Will soften people’s heart
toward him.

Athird thing in our hand is
our identity. God so specifi-
cally gave each person fin-
gerprints that are so unique
we can be identified by our
finger/(hand) prints. Spiritu-
ally, God has put in our hand
and our spirit who we are—
the righteousness of God in
Christ Jesus.™™ He has given
us his Word to teach us how
to know our spiritual identi-
ties and what to do in our
spiritual positions as sons
and daughters of the Living
God. Our Heavenly Father
has put greatness in our
hands, so let us use them!
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“Looking For Change”  (rescting sietehy

Jesus had just started to go
to another location, when a
certain young man ap-
proached him with a ques-
tion which must have been
burning in his mind. He was
looking for change.

Jesus Took Time
Jesus, the one who made time,
took the time necessary to
encounter the young man to
answer his question.

Jesus recounted to him much
of the Law of Moses®™ and the
young man assured Jesus he
had kept all of which he had
been reminded saying, “All
these | have kept since | was a
boy.”

Encounter & Challenge
Interestingly Jesus both en-
counters the young man to
answer his question and to
lovingly challenges him. We
know it was loving because
Mark tells us, “Jesus looked at
him and loved him.” Jesus
was there with all who were
there because of love. “God
is Love!”
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This was the challenge Jesus
gave this young man. “Go,
sell everything you have and
give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven. Then

Notes: come, follow me.”

Ei] q The Man’s Response

26(_01 2us The man’s whole expression

16 : changed—his face fell. This
’ demonstrated his attitude and

Deut. . t

51620 beliefs. The next thing we

learn is the man’s behavior
due to his emotion. He left
Jesus. He did not remain
there with “The Christ” long
enough to hear “The Bless-
ing” of “The Promise” for
following Jesus, all he heard
was what he saw as loss.

The Blessing
Had the young man stayed
long enough to allow Jesus to
finish the lesson he would
have seen that fear of loss
would have been replaced by
the joy of gain—gain of “The
Kingdom” and gain of “The
Blessing” with more than he
could have ever possessed on
his own. All this would have
been his in this life and eter-
nity! The young man’s desire
to maintain control over his

Please note: This is a teaching sketch only and not the complete teaching.
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Scripture:

Mark 10:17-31\V)

17 As Jesus started on his
way, a man ran up to himand
fell on his knees before him.
“Good teacher,” he asked,
“what must I do to inherit
eternal life?”

B<Why do you call me
good?” Jesus answered. “No
one is good—except God
alone. ** You know the com-
mandments: ‘Do not murder,
do not commit adultery, do
not steal, do not give false
testimony, do not defraud,
honor your father and
mother.”E”

D<«Teacher,” he declared, “all
these | have kept since | was
a boy.”

2 Jesus looked at him and
loved him. “One thing you
lack,” he said. “Go, sell eve-
rything you have and give to
the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven. Then
come, follow me.”

2 At this the man's face fell.
He went away sad, because
he had great wealth.

2 Jesus looked around and
said to his disciples, “How
hard it is for the rich to enter
the kingdom of God!”

% The disciples were amazed

EY
Exodus
20:12-
16;
Deut.
5:16-20

[b]
Some
manu-
scripts is
for those
who
trust in
riches

at his words. But Jesus said
again, “Children, how hard it
is® to enter the kingdom of
God! # It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God.”

% The disciples were even
more amazed, and said to
each other, “Who then can be
saved?”

7 Jesus looked at themand
said, “With man this is im-
possible, but not with God;
all things are possible with
God.”

2 Peter said to him, “We
have left everything to follow
you!”

2T tell you the truth,” Jesus
replied, “no one who has left
home or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children
or fields for me and the gos-
pel ®will fail to receive a
hundred times as much in this
present age (homes, brothers,
sisters, mothers, children and
fields—and with them, perse-
cutions) and in the age to
come, eternal life. 3 But
many who are first will be
last, and the last first.”

Mark 10:17-31

“Looking For Change”  (rescting sieteny

own life would not permit him
to trust God. Lack of trusting
God to bless is even greater in
the rich because they are ac-
customed to controlling and
maintaining more than the
poor are accustomed to con-
trolling and maintaining.

The Disciple’s Concern
The disciples could not under-
stand, having only heard part
of the teaching at that point,
how anybody could be saved.
Jesus informs them, “All
things are possible with God.”
Unfortunately for the young
man he was no longer with
God. Jesus was left with just
those who were with him to
tell God’s plan for this life
and eternity.

All Sacrifice Rewarded
God rewards all sacrifice with
a return of more than was sac-
rificed. Jesus informs them
“no one who has left home or
brothers or sisters or mother
or father or children or fields
for me and the gospe will fail
to receive a hundred times as
much in this present age
(homes, brothers, sisters,
mothers, children and fields
and with them, persecutions)
and in the age to come, eternal
life.  Jesus is the way of
change, listen to his whole
teaching and follow him.

Just so you’ll know:

Our service is informal. We
look to the Holy Spirit of God
to guide us corporately and
individually.

Our service usually follows this
general pattern:

e Informal sharing of what
we have seen the Lord do
in, through, and around us
since we last met.

e Testimonies are
often a part of the
conversation.

e Opening Prayer

e Praise & Worship

e Words of Prophecy or
Knowledge if they have
been given during “Praise
& Worship” (other times as
the Spirit moves).

e The Pastoral Message

e Prayer Requests

e Ministry to those
present & inter-
cession.

e The Blessing
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